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“Where are we?” 

Over the past few weeks, there have been innumerable examples of acts of 

kindness, neighbourliness, volunteering and generosity, as well as empty 

supermarket shelves, fights for loo rolls and hoarding. Hardly surprising. 

Uncertainty, fear and stress all bring out both the best and the worst in us, or maybe 

reveal the best and the worst that is in us. In the main it seems that the best is more 

in evidence, which is what we should expect as love is stronger and overcomes 

fear.  

 

We have been called on to practise ‘social distancing’. I find that an unfortunate and 

unhelpful phrase. Thankfully, what we are discovering and witnessing is that as 

people keep a physical distance they are finding a new social closeness.  

 

Some years ago, Mother Mary Clare of the Sisters of the Love of God (the Fairacres 

Community in Oxford) wrote a booklet ‘Aloneness not Loneliness’. That theme has 

always been vital but now it takes on a heightened significance for our times. We 

are witnessing many people discover the truth about which Mother Mary Clare 

wrote, which is helped by all the opportunities that social media provide, but it 

needs the disposition of the heart to want to reach out to others, to know that we 

are made for relationship, not for being isolated and ‘lonely’. The perspective of 

being alone, of ‘physical distancing’, heightens our awareness of the need for 

relating, for caring as well as being cared for, and this, it seems to me, is what we 

are seeing across our nation at the moment. 

 

We are seeing a shift back from ‘I’ to ‘We’. Wouldn’t it be marvellous if that shift 

proved vastly stronger than Covid-19 and so shaped the next years of our society?  

The shift is evident not only in local acts of kindliness and reaching out but also, 

even, between nations. Over against reports of President Trump wanting to buy up 

and keep for his country vaccine research laboratories, there is the increasing 

recognition that if the wealthier and better resourced nations of the world do not 

assist the poorer, then Covid-19 will not only spread even faster in Africa and Syria 

with terrible consequences but re-infect other nations in the future. Helping other 

nations is, therefore, in the richer nations self-interest as well as humanitarian 

interest. Inter-nationalism may yet prove stronger than the more recent growing 

strength of nationalism. The ‘We’, over against the ‘I’, applies corporately and 

nationally as well as individually. 

 

The question, ‘Where are we?’, is the same question that God asked of Adam in the 

Garden of Eden. ‘Where are you?’ was not just a question about where he was 

hiding in the garden but about how things were going with him, how he was in 

himself. So of us and our society. This crisis gives us the opportunity to reshape and 

work for good in a new way. If there is an enduring shift back to ‘we’, then we shall 

be witnessing again the ongoing power of redemption. 
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